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Sir: 

The Applicant hereby petitions , pursuant to the provisions of 
37 CFR 1.183, for suspension of the rules to allow entry of a 
Request for Oral Hearing and a Reply Brief (both attached hereto) 
after the deadline set by an Examiner's Answer which issued in this 
application on October 20, 2003. It is believed that the 
circumstances described below constitute extraordinary 
circumstances that in equity would warrant suspension of the 
applicable deadline to permit submission and entry at this time of 
the Request for Oral Hearing and Reply Brief. 



Although the Examiner's Answer was received on October 20, 
2003 by the law firm of which the undersigned is a member 
(hereinafter, "the law firm") and the undersigned is the attorney 
within the firm who is responsible for this application, the 
undersigned never received this Examiner's Answer until January 9, 
2004. The circumstances of this occurrence are described in the 
attached Declarations of clerical staff of the law firm and are 
summarized below. 

The Examiner 1 s Answer was timely received by the chief docket 
clerk of the law firm on October 20, 2003, as evidenced by the date 
of receipt which is routinely stamped on the reverse side of the 
last page of all papers received from the PTO. Exhibit I is a copy 
of this sheet. Although the chief docket clerk has fifteen (15) 
years of experience as a patent docket clerk, she failed, through 
inadvertence, to docket a deadline, based on receipt of the 
Examiner's Answer, for the Request for Oral Hearing or the Reply 
Brief, in the firm's computerized docket system (which operates the 
widely used PATSY docketing software) . Our PATSY software does no 
automatically docket due dates established by issuance of an 
examiner's answer. Exhibit II is a Declaration of said chief 
docket clerk . 
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The docket clerk then routed the Examiner 1 s Answer to an 
Administrative Assistant of the undersigned for further processing. 

Exhibit III is a Declaration of the Administrative Assistant, 
stating that she received the Examiner's Answer on about October 
20 , 2003, but that she did not realize there was any due date to be 
docketed or any urgency to dealing with the paper because there was 
no due date marked thereon by the docket clerk. Due to an 
unusually heavy workload in October and November, and the holiday 
season in December, she did not prepare a letter for the 
undersigned's signature, to send the paper to the Applicant, until 
January 9, 2004. She kept the paper in question at her desk from 
October 20, 2003 through January 9, 2004. 

As a result of the above circumstances, the undersigned did 
not receive the Examiner's Answer until January 9, 2004. 

Further, a search of the file jacket and docket records 
maintained by the undersigned and the law firm indicates that the 
deadlines, for the Request for Oral Hearing and the Reply Brief, 
set by the Examiner's Answer were never docketed. 

Exhibit IV is a copy of the undersigned's file jacket for this 
application. If the undersigned had timely received the Examiner's 
Answer, it would have been entered on the cover of the file jacket 
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indicating a due date of December 20, 2003. However, the file 
jacket lacks an entry for an Examiner's Answer. 

Exhibit V is a copy of the undersigned's manual docket 
calendar for December 18-24, 2003. If the undersigned had timely 
received the Examiner's Answer, it would have been entered on the 
manual docket calender on December 20, 2003. However, no such 
entry was made . 

Exhibit VI is a copy of the printout of the Consolidated 
Docket for the undersigned, obtained from the law firm's 
computerized docket system for the date of December 20, 2003. This 
printout was provided to the undersigned and his Administrative 
Support Staff at the end of November 2003 . Except for the docket 
clerk's inadvertent error noted above, there should have been an 
entry on December 20, 2003 for the Examiner's Answer. However, the 
computerized docket system, as shown by the attached printout of 
the Consolidated Docket for the undersigned, also lacks an entry 
for the Examiner's Answer. 

Exhibit VII is a printout obtained January 12, 2004 from the 
firm's PATSY system for the above-referenced application; this 
printout shows no entry of any deadline after receipt of the 
Examiner 1 s answer . 

Accordingly, it is believed that the above-described 
extraordinary circumstances warrant equitable suspension of the 
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rules to permit entry of the attached Request for Oral Hearing and 
Reply Brief is respectfully requested. 

The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(h) or any other required fee 
for this Petition may be charged to Deposit Account No. 19-4375. 



Attorney Docket No. JEL 31040 
STEVENS DAVIS , MILLER & MOSHER, L.L.P. 
1615 L Street, N.W. , Suite 850 
P.O. Box 34387 

Washington, D.C. 20043-4387 
Telephone: (202) 785-0100 
Facsimile: (202) 408-5200 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: January 12, 2004 
JEL/DWW/att 
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side 



side (sTd) noun 

1. Mathematics, a. A line bounding a plane figure, b. A surface bounding a solid figure. 

2. A surface of an object, especially a surface joining a top and bottom: the four sides of a box. 

3. A surface of an object that extends more or less perpendicularly from an observer standing in front: the side of the ship. 

4. Either of the two surfaces of a flat object: the front side of a piece of paper; the two sides of a record. 

5. a. The part within an object or area to the left or right of the observer or of its vertical axis. b. The left or right half of the trunk of a human or 
animal body: always sleeps on his side; a side of beef. 

6. a. The space immediately next to someone: stood at her father's side. b. The space immediately next to something. Often used in 
combination: courtside; dockside. 

7. One of two or more contrasted parts or places within an area, identified by its location with respect to a center: the north side of the park. 

8. An area separated from another area by an intervening feature, such as a line or barrier: on this side of the Atlantic; the district on the other 
side of the railroad tracks. 

9. a. One of two or more opposing individuals, groups, teams, or sets of opinions, b. One of the positions maintained in a dispute or debate. 

10. A distinct aspect: the shy side of his personality. See synonyms at phase. 

1 1 . Line of descent: my aunt on my mother's side. 

12. Chiefly British. Affected superiority; arrogance. 

adjective 

1 . Located on a side: a side door. 

2. From or to one side; oblique: a side view. 

3. Minor; incidental: a side interest 

4. In addition to the main part; supplementary: a side benefit 
verb 

sided, siding, sides verb, transitive 

1. To provide sides or siding for: side a frame house with aluminum. 

2. To be positioned next to: a couch that is sided by low tables. 

3. To be in agreement with; support. 

verb, intransitive 

To align oneself in a disagreement: sided with the conservatives in Congress; siding against the bill. 
— idiom. 
on the side 

1. In addition to the main portion: coleslaw on the side. 

2. In addition to the main occupation or activity: did some consulting work on the side. 
side by side 

Next to each other; close together, 
this side of Informal. 

Verging on; short of: shady deals that were just this side of criminal. 

[Middle English, from Old English side.] 

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Third Edition copyright © 1992 by 
Houghton Mifflin Company. Electronic version licensed from INSO Corporation; further 
reproduction and distribution restricted in accordance with the Copyright Law of the United States. 
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1086 sic passim • siding 

sic pas-si m Vsik-'pa-sam, 'sek-'pa-sim\ adv [L] (1921) : so throughout 
— used of a word or idea to be found throughout a book or a writer's 
work 

sid*dur Vsi-dar, -,dur\ n, pi sid*du*rim \s3-'dur-3m\ [LHeb siddur, lit., 
order, arrangement] (1864) : a Jewish prayer book containing liturgies 
for daily, Sabbath, and holiday observances 

'side \'sTd\ n (ME, fr. OE side; akin to OHG sita side, OE sid ample, 
wide] (bef. 12c) la: the right or left part of the wall or trunk of the 
body <a pain in the ~> b (1) : one of the halves of the animal body on 
either side of the mesial plane (2) : a cut of meat including that about 
the ribs of one half of the body — used chiefly of smoked pork prod- 
ucts c : one longitudinal half of a hide 2 : a place, space, or direction 
with respect to a center or to a line of division (as of an aisle, river, or 
street) 3 a : one of the longer bounding surfaces or lines of an object 
esp. contrasted with the ends <the ~ of a barn> b : a line or surface 
forming a border or face of an object <a die has six ^s) <the back ~ 
of the moon) c : either surface of a thin object <one of a record) 
<right — of the cloth> d : a bounding line of a geometric figure of 
a triangle) 4 a : the space beside one <stood by my ~> b : an area 
next to something — usu. used in combination <a poolside interview) 
S : a slope (as of a hill) considered as opposed to another slope <the far 
~ of the hill) 6 a : the attitude or activity of one person or group 
with respect to another : part <there was no malice on my ~> b : a 
position that is opposite to or contrasted with another <two ~j to ev- 
ery question) <came down on the ~ of law and order) . c : a body of 
partisans or contestants <victory for neither ~> d : TEAM <11 players 
on each ~> 7 : a line of descent traced through one's parent <grand- 
father on his mother's ^-) 8 : an aspect or part of something contrast- 
ed with some other real or implied aspect or part <the better ~ of his 
nature) <the sales ~ of the business) <the seasoning is a bit on the 
heavy ~> 9 Brit : sideways spin imparted to a billiard or snooker ball 
10 : a sheet containing the lines and cues for a single theatrical role 11 
: a recording of music 12 : a side order or dish <a ~ of fries) — on 
the side 1 : in addition to the main portion 2 : in addition to a prin- 
cipal occupation — this side of : short of : almost <an attitude just 
this side of scandalous) 

3 side adj (14c) la: situated on the side <~ window) b : of or relating 
to the side 2 a : directed toward or from the side <~~- thrust) <^ 
wind), b : INCIDENTAL, INDIRECT <~ issue) <~ remark) c : made 
oh the side <~ payment) d : additional to the main portion <^ order 
of french fries) 

3 side vb sid-ed; sid-ing vt (1591) 1 : to agree with : SUPPORT 2 : to be 
side by. side with 3 : to set or put aside : clear away <~ the dishes) . 4 
: to furnish with sides or siding <~ a house) *>* vi : to take sides : join 
or form sides (sided with the rebels) 

4 side n fobs. E side proud, boastful] (1878) chiefly Brit : swaggering or 
arrogant manner : PRETENTIOUSNESS 

side-arm Vsid-,arm\ adj (1908).: of, relating to, using, or being a base- 
ball pitching style in which the arm is not raised above the shoulder 
and the ball is thrown with a sideways sweep of the arm between shoul- 
der and hip (r~ delivery) — sidearm adv 

side arm n (1689) : a weapon (as a sword, revolver, or bayonet) worn at 
the side or in the belt 

side-band \-,band\ n (1922) : the band of frequencies (as of radio 
waves) on either side of the carrier frequency produced by modulation 

side-bar \-,bar\ n (1945) : a short news story accompanying, and pre- 
senting sidelights of a major story 

side bearing n (ca. 1894) : the space provided at each side of a typeset 
letter to prevent its touching adjoining letters 

side-board Ysid-,b6rd, -,bord\« (1671) : a. piece of dining-room furni- 
ture having compartments and shelves for holding articles of table ser- 
vice 

side-barns \-,barnz\ n pi [anagram of bumsides] (1887) 1 : SIDE* 
WHISKERS 2 : continuations of the hairline in front of the ears — : 
side, burned \-,barnd\ adj 

side by side adv (13c) 1 : beside one another 2 : in the same place, 
time, or circumstance <lived peacefully side by side for many years) — 
side—by-side adj 

side*car Vsld-,kar\ n (1904) 1 : a car attached to the side of a motorcy- 
cle for a passenger 2 : a cocktail consisting of a liqueur with lemon 
juice and brandy 

side chain n (1886) : a shorter chain or group of atoms attached to a 

principal chain or to a. ring in a molecule 
side chair n (1905) : a chair without arms used usu. in a dining room 
sid-ed \'sT-dad\ adj (15c) : having sides often of a specified number or 

kind (one-sided) (glass-sided) — sid-ed-ness n 
side dish n (1725) : a food served separately along with the main course 
side-dress Vsid-,dres\ n (1966) : side-dressing — side— dress VsTd- 

,dres\ v/ 

side-dress* ing \-,dre-sirj\ n (1935) 1 : plant nutrients placed on or in 
the soil near the roots of a growing crop often by means of a cultivator 
having a fertilizer-distributing attachment % : the act or process of ap- 
plying side-dressing to a crop 

side drum n (ca. 1800) : snare drum 

side effect n (1884) : a secondary and usu. adverse effect (as of a drug) 

< toxic side effects) — called also side reaction 
side-glance VsTd-,glan(t)s\ n (161 1) 1 : a glance directed to the side 2 

: a passing allusion : an indirect or slight reference 
side-hill V,hil\ n (1674) : hillside — sidehill adj 
side horse n (ca. 1934) : pommel horse 

side-kick VsTd-,kik\ n (1906) : a person closely associated with another 
as subordinate or partner 

side-light V,llt\ n (1610) la: light coming or produced from the side 
b : incidental light or information 2 : the red light on the port bow or 
the green light on the starboard bow carried by ships under way at 
night 

'side-line \-,IIn\ n (1862) 1 : a line at right angles to a goal line or end 
line and marking a side of a court or field of play for athletic games 2 
a : a line of goods sold in addition to one's principal line b : a business 
or activity pursued in addition to one : s regular occupation 3 a : the 
space immediately outside the lines along either side of an athletic field 
or court b : a sphere of little or no participation or activity — usu. 
used in pi. 

'sideline vt (1943) : to put out of action : put on the sidelines 



side-lin-er Vsid-.li-nM n (1947) : one that remains on the sidelines dur 
ing an activity : one that does not participate 

'side-ling \'sid-lin\ adv [ME sidling, fr. l side + 2 -ling] (14c) archaic * i n I 
sidelong direction : sideways » - " - 

1 sideling adj (1611) 1 archaic : directed toward one side : oblique I 
archaic : having an inclination : slopino ground) > f 

'side- long \'sid-,16n\ adv [alter, of l sideling) (14c) 1 : sideways 
LIQUELY 2 archaic : on the side * . 

^sidelong adj (1597) 1 : lying or inclining to one side : slanting 2 a 
: directed to one side <^ looks) b : indirect rather than straightfor- 
ward " • • .- ? • 
side-man \'sid-,man\ n (1936) : a member of a band or orchestra and 
esp. of a jazz or swing orchestra \ > 1 : 
side-piece \-,pes\ n (1802) : a piece forming or contained in the side of 
something <the ~ of a carriage) , t . 
sider* or sidero- comb form [MF, fin L, fr. Gk sider-, sidero-i fr.sidirosi 
: iron <hemos«/erin> (sideroiite) . •' \ * - •' 
-sid-er VsTd-arX comb form : one placed or living in a usu. specified side 
(as a section of the city) <an east-sider) '\- . • y •• f 
si-de-re- al \sl-'dir-e-3l, sa-\ adj [L sidereus, fr. sider-, sidus star, consul-: 
latioh] (1647) : of, relating to, or expressed in relation to stars or Coi£ 
stellations : ASTRAL ' . 
sidereal day n (1794) : the interval between two successive transits of a V.; 
point on the celestial sphere (as the vernal equinox) over the upper me- v 
ridian of a place : 23 hours, 56 minutes, 4.1 seconds of mean time '■■>•■* " ' - 
sidereal hour n (ca. 1891) : the 24th part of a sidereal day . . 
sidereal minute n (ca: 1909) : the 60th part of a sidereal hour , v-i ' 
sidereal month n (1868) : the mean time of the moon's revolution in its V 
orbit with reference to a star's position : 27 days, 7 hours, 43 minutes,- 
1 1 .5 seconds of mean time ; -< •• ./ • • 1 
sidereal second n (ca. 1909) : the 60th part of a sidereal minute' : T i 
sidereal time n (1812) 1 : time based on the sidereal day 2 : the fcotir 4, 
angle of the vernal equinox at a place ; s .'l,'^ '\y > 
sidereal year n (1681) : the time in which the earth completes one reW^fVj 
olution in its orbit around the sun measured with respect to thes fixed ' 
stars : 365 days, 6 hours, 9 minutes, and 9.5 seconds of mean time 
'sid-er-ite Vsi-d&-,rit\ n [G Siderit, fr. Gk sidiros iron] : (1 850) : a iiatfce 
ferrous carbonate FeCC>3 that is a valuable iron ore ■ ; 
^iderite n (1875) : a nickel-iron meteorite 



A&e Vsi-d'l\ vb sMl« 
formation fr. ^sideling] \ 
esp. in a furtive advanc 



side road n (1854) : a smaller road off a main road 
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si-de-ro-lite Xsi-'dir-aVit, 'si-da- n-\ n (1863) : a stony iron meteorite. i*> f , '-J/;, 
side-sad-dle Vsid-,sa-d'I\ n (15c) : a saddle for women in whicK;the Ho^ ^ >^;j 
er sits with both legs on the same side of the horse — MdesaddJe"a^v^. : ; 
side— scan sonar \-,skan-\ n (1967) : a sonar that scans the^pceah;fiobr> :j V 
to the side of a ship's track and is used esp. for mappi ng the ocean bot- / j- 5 ! 
torn ' • .j^^^'ft^f-^'j 

side-show VjshoV n (1846) 1 : a minor show offered in addition to'a," v > 
main exhibition (as of a circus) 2 : an incidental diversion or ^spe^taiplef 
side-slip \-,slip\ vi (1887) 1 : to skid or slide sideways 2 : to sUde sW^ 1 *;.; 
ways through the air in a downward direction in an airplane albng'to; ; ' 
inclined lateral axis — sideslip n ;i ^ j, 

side-spin \-,spin\« (1926) : a rotary motion that causes a ball to reyomqj, 
horizontally - ( 

side-split-ting \-^pli-tin\ adj (1856) : extremely funny — siderspift-. >0 
ring-ly adv • • : ; V::#i 

side-step \ f sid-,step\ w"(1901) 1 : to take a side step 2 : to avoid an> ,/> 
sue or decision ^ vt 1 : to move out of the way of : avoid <^ a blow);;. 
2 : bypass, Evade <~ a question) — slde-step-per n ' : - } '"'. r M ; - ^;|j r . 
side step n (1789) 1 : a step aside (as in boxing to avoid a blow)j;^2 f : t |f ;v , 
step taken sideways (as when climbing on skis) v 'i#V 
side-strad-dle hop \'sid-istra-d s l-\ n (1952) : jumping jack 2 > i fifywjtl'- 



side-stream \-,strem\ adj (1951) : relating to or being tobac^ sn>ojcci t ,v; 
that is emitted from the lighted end of a cigarette or cigar ' 
side street n (1617) : a street joining and often terminated by-a main;;- ' 



that is emitted from the 

thoroughfare 1 1 ' ' vi' Vl 

side-stroke \'sid-,str6k\ n (1867) : a swimming stroke which is executed ,.^ 
on the side and in which the arms are swept in separate strokes I towards^ <»■ 
the feet and downward and the legs do a scissors kick - } ; - : ^ ; ^ : v 

1 side* swipe \-,swip\ vt (1904) : to strike with a glancing blow along^j^ 
side (sideswiped a parked car) ■ ■'"^i-^ '&^J^ 

2 sideswipe n (1917) la: the action of sideswiping b : an instan« <» :; - 
sideswiping : a glancing blow 2 : an incidental' deprecatory remark, ah" 
lusion,. or reference * . " ■ 

side table n (14c) : a table designed to be placed against a wall . ' ? 
'side-track Vsid-.trakN n (1835) 1 : siding 2 2 : a position or n 
tion of secondary importance to which one may be diverted ' - I' ^ ii,' 1 
3 sidetrack vt (1880) 1 : to shunt aside (as to a railroad siding) ^'^^ 
turn aside from a purpose : deflect b : to prevent action on by 
versionary tactics <~ an issue) '' . ' ^ - •' 

side-walk V^Td-^okX n (1739) : a usu. paved walk for pedestrians av"^ 
side of a street '' t * ! . '.^'il'-'V ,i 

sidewalk superintendent n (1940) : a spectator at a building or denioir , 
tion job ' : ' - ^ J2 ■ 

side-wall \'sid-,w61\ n (14c) 1 : a wall forming the side of something^w . ... 
: the side of an automotive tire between the tread shoulder and the ™ ; 
bead 
side 

side- way vsia-|Wa\ aav or aaj ^ioiz^ : mu£ way s '-'elite'' 
side- ways \-,waz\ adv or adj ( 1 577) 1 : from one side 2 : with one 3^ 
forward <turh ~> 3a: in a lateral direction or downward to one sr 
<hopped ~> <slump > — ^> b : askance <look - — at someone) '>X- g ; 
side-wheel \'sTd-,hwel, -,wel\ adj (1857) : of or being a steamer haviflf 
paddle wheel on each side — side— wheel -er \-,hwe-lar, -,we-\ « it fa' 
side-whis-kers X'sld-.hwis-karz, -,wis-\ n pi (1867) : whiskers 00 ,^, 
side of the face usu. worn long — side-wnis-kered \-kard\ adj r > l^g . 
side-wind-er \'sld-, win-da r\ ri (1840) 1 * : a heavy swinging bloW ij^y 
the side 2 : a small pale-colored desert rattlesnake (Crotalus cer&^. ■ r: - 
of the southwestern U.S. that moves by thrusting its body dia8 o0 ..>. 
forward in a series of flat S-shaped curves /y. >^ ; ? 

side-wise \'sTd-,wtz\ adv (1571) : sideways . ~\i<S 

sid- ing \'sl-diq\ n (1603) 1 archaic : the taking of sides : PARTJSAJJ^; 

2 : a short railroad track connected with the main track 3 : m t a i^dc 
(as boards or metal pieces) forming the exposed surface of 
walls of frame buildings ' ■ '-;wss 

1 ■•■v^l 



e-ward \'sid-w3rd\ or side-wards \-wsrdz\ adv (15c) : toward 
e-way \'sld-,wa\ adv or adj (1612) : sideways 11 f . ■ M 



■ dege \'sej also *sezh\ it 
jcat, settle, fr. (assumed 
(13c) 1 obs : a seat of d 
of a city or fortified pla< 
serious attack (as of ilhn 
militarily 2 : to pursue 
dege mentality n (1953) 
Siege Perilous n : a seat 
{ought destined to achie 
other occupying it 
Sieg-fried Vsig-.fred, 'sej 
. a (iragdn guarding a gol< 
ed sleep 

Siegfried line n [Siegfrie 
dons facing the Maginoi 
{je>mens X'se-manz, 'ze-\ 
electrical engineer] (ca. 
. khbgram-second systeni 
d*en»na Xse-'e-naV n [It t 
'(1787) : an earthy subsU 
ganese that is brownish 
brown when burnt and : 
&er-oizem Vse-'er-a-^n 
T+ temlya earth; akin :tc 
: ; 'any of a group of zona 
below, based in a carb 
, temperate to cool arid r 
sf*r*ra \se-'er-a\ n [Sp, 
[mountains esp. with a ; 
^about a sierra 2 : any 
; ' related to the mackerel 
,; : Sierra(i952) — a comn 
^si-er-ran'XseT'er-anX adj 
; ^ bills), 2 cap : of or re 
■C'westem U.S. 

Sierrah n (1906) : a hatr 
j/- Nevada Mountains. 
-:d*es«ta NiseT'esrtsX n [Sp, 
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DECLARATION OF DOCKET CLERK 



Attn : 



Office of Petitions 



Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D. C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

The undersigned, Chief Docket Clerk for the undersigned's 
law firm, hereby declares that: 

(1) I have fifteen years of experience as a patent docket 
clerk for various law firms; 

(2) I have been employed as chief docket clerk by Stevens, 
Davis, Miller & Mosher, from June, 2003 to the present; 

(3) I received the Examiner's Answer dated October 20, 2003, 
in the above-captioned application, on October 20, 2003; 

(4) Our PATSY software does no automatically docket 
deadlines established by issuance of an Examiner's Answer, and I, 
through mistake and inadvertence, did not docket the deadline for 
the reply brief and the request for oral hearing in PATSY; 

(5) after processing the Examiner's answer, I forwarded the 
Examiner's Answer to Mr. Ledbbeter's Administrative Assistant; 



(6) on January 9, 2004, Mr. Ledbetter informed me of the 
error in not docketing the deadline for the reply brief and the 
request for oral hearing; 

(7) attached hereto is a copy of the PATSY printout for Mr. 
Ledbetter 1 s Consolidated Docket that I circulated to Mr . 
Ledbetter and his staff at the beginning of December, 2003; this 
Consolidated docket contains all items having due dates entered 
into PATSY for all of Mr. Ledbetter ' s cases and would have 
included any action items for the above-identified application; 

(8) attached hereto is a copy of a docket printout from 
PATSY for the above-referenced application showing the entries 
for this application as of January 12, 2004; and 

(9) all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief are 
believed to be true; and further that these statements were made 
with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 
Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such 
willful statements may jeopardize the validity of the application 
or any patent issuing thereon. 



January 12, 2004 
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DECLARATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 



Attn: Office of Petitions 

Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D. C. 20231 

Dear Sir : 

The undersigned hereby declares that: 

(1) I have been employed as an Administrative Assistant for 
Mr. Ledbetter of Stevens, Davis, Miller & Mosher, from April, 
2001 to the present; 

(2) I received the Examiner's Answer dated October 20, 2003, 
in the above-captioned application, from the Chief Docket Clerk 
of Stevens, Davis, Miller & Mosher on October 20, 2003; 

(3) I did not realize there was any due date to be docketed 
or urgency to dealing with the paper because there was no due 
date marked thereon by the docket clerk; 

(4) from October 20, 2003 through January 9, 2004, the 
Examiner's Answer was in a stack of papers at my desk; 

(5) due to an unusually heavy workload in October and 
November, and the holiday season in December, I did not prepare a 



letter for the undersigned's signature, to send the paper to the 
Applicant, until January 9, 2004; 

(6) on January 9, 2004, Mr. Ledbetter asked me where the 
paper had been for the last two and one half months, and I 
explained the above to him; 

(7) I receive a copy of Mr. Ledbetter ! s Consolidated Docket 
each month and the Consolidated Docket for December 2003 did not 
contain any entry for this application; and 

(8) all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief are 
believed to be true; and further that these statements were made 
with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 
Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such 
willful statements may jeopardize the validity of the application 
or any patent issuing thereon. 1 



January 12, 2004 




Sachi Pham 
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